Signet-ring cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder mimicking retroperitoneal fibrosis.
We present the case of a 77-year-old white woman with a past medical history of transitional cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder that presented with symptoms of acute renal failure and duodenal obstruction and posed a diagnostic dilemma. Initially, she presented with bilateral ureteral strictures and eventually required bilateral nephrostomy tubes. Later, the patient developed intractable nausea and vomiting secondary to a duodenal stricture. The finding of a "stranding appearance" on computed tomography imaging of the retroperitoneal space raised the suspicion of retroperitoneal fibrosis. Subsequent endoscopic placement of metal stents to relieve the duodenal obstruction failed to relieve her symptoms. The patient's poor general condition precluded an exploratory laparotomy. The patient expired shortly thereafter and an autopsy was performed. The autopsy results revealed full wall thickness signet-ring cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder with extensive metastasis to the retroperitoneum.